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Addressing equity in health: developing products in need

The three invited speakers will talk on different approaches with regard to innovation of reactives required for
the improvement of global health.

Howard Engers has been working on the development at WHO/TDR for many years. He will summarize the
history of research on malaria vaccines and will show us the scenario expected for the coming decade.

Kesara Na-Bangchang will show a novel and innovative strategy concerning progress in the use of traditional
medicine. She is now developing an anti-cholangiocarcinoma using Thai traditional herbs.

Hermann Feldmeier works on parasitic skin diseases and has discovered that the respiratory system of many
ectoparasites represent an Achilles heel which can be targeted by topically applying silicone oils of low viscosity.
This has resulted in the development of a family of compounds with a pure physical mode of action.
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Mass drug administration (MDA) in the present status

Recent advocacy of the neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) and increased interest from major pharmaceutical
companies enhanced the discussion on the practical application of Mass Drug Administration (MDA) for the global
control of NTDs. Based on the long history of advanced MDA for filariasis and schistosomiasis, it has been
developed a basic methodology including necessary epidemiological and public health condition, socio-economical
investigations, regional compliance, drug efficacy and possible resistance, and post MDA surveillance.

In this 90 min symposium, we invited speakers from WHO Geneva, Bill Gates Foundation Project of Univ
Georgia, and Research Center for Qinhao of Guangzhou University of Chinese Medicine in China who are actively
working in this area to show us the past success and failure, present status, and the future perspectives of the 3
majour global infectious diseases, shistosomiasis, lymphatic filariasis, and malaria.
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Struggles toward better clinical epidemiology studies in the tropical countries

While Japan has had a high reputation in the field of laboratory-based science and advanced technology
development, it' s been long, struggling to accomplish a substantial achievement in clinical epidemiology research,
especially on infectious diseases in the tropical countries. This was partly because there was no funding mechanism
to support long-term oversea projects with a sufficient scale of budget, except for some ODA-funded projects, which
is no t often suited to dynamic scientific research. The Japan Initiative for Glob al Research Network on Infectious
Diseases (J-GRID) launched in 2005 as the first government-funded program with the objective of initiating and
supporting infectious disease research in tropical countries where people are still at a much higher risk of
contracting emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases. The aim of this symposium is to understand the
essences and difficulties of conducting productive clinical epidemiology studies in the tropics. I n the symposium,
four speakers will present their projects: two from the Japanese leading groups in clinical epidemiology, both
funded by the J-GRID, an d two from two U.K. groups with a high-reputation in clinical epidemiology i n the tropics.
Besides a good study design with an important and relevant research objective, clinicians and epidemiologists have
to tackle unique problems with defining a target population in areas where people often move, and getting reliable
diagnosis in busy hospitals with limited resources. The symposium also aims to clarify the critical points, when
starting a clinical epidemiology study and highlight the potential outcome of a good clinical epidemiology field in
the tropics.
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Dengue Control: Where do we go now?

An estimated 50-100 million dengue fever and 250,000-500,000 dengue hemorrhagic fever cases occur every
year, with approximately 2.5 billion people at risk of infection throughout tropical and subtropical areas. In the
absence of a vaccine or an effective drug, control of dengue relies entirely on attacking the mosquito vectors. Since
the treat is mounting as evidenced by frequent outbreaks and recent expansion of transmission area, a new control
tool is urgently needed. For this symposium, we invited two active researchers in the fields of dengue vaccine and
vector control. Dr. Konishi of Mahidol University will review the development history of vaccine and its potentiality.
Dr. Koenraadt of Wageningen University will introduce the latest vector control tools and alternative tools. After
their presentations, we hope to have a fruitful discuss which may lead to innovative dengue control studies in
future.
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Recent progress on viral zoonosis research

Zoonoses are diseases that are naturally transmitted between vertebrate animals and humans. At least 61% of all
human pathogens are zoonotic, and 75% of emerging pathogens in the last decade are zoonoses. Majority of the
zoonotic pathogens never show any clinical sign in natural reservoirs, while they cause severe diseases in human,
such as Ebola hemorrhagic fever, Lassa fever, Rabies, and Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever. It is one of the
causes making responses and preparedness for zoonoses difficult.

In this symposium, we will invite three young researchers who will introduce some recent achievements on viral

Z0onosis research.
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Global Infectious diseases control through vaccination is a traditional but still a quite urgent challenge. Thanks to
the recent development of biomedical technology, some important infectious diseases are envisaged to be
controlled through vaccination. However, limitations of the strategy by its coverage of the people living in the



endemic areas are also noticed. The prospects for the successful vaccines production and their useful application in

the context of tropical medicine are to be discussed in this symposium.
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In this symposium, “Symposium on Global Issues and Risk Management,” we have two invited speakers, one of
among whom is Professor Shunichi Yamashita, the other Professor Kazuaki Koriyama. Professor Yamashita is one
of the most distinguished scientist in radiation health sciences and its risk management, with the global and
domestic experiences having worked in Nagasaki, Chernobyl and Fukushima.

Professor Koriyama is a person who has broad perspectives on risk management from public health view point.
This time, he will lecture us about infectious diseases and its risk management.

We highly expected to have those two lectures in this conference.
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Japanese Society of Tropical Medicine (JSTM) has developed this workshop as a practice and update in the
essential components of clinical tropical medicine and travelers' health. This is designed for not only clinicians but
also for all other health care providers especially in JSTM member working in tropical medicine field.
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Trans-disciplinary Meeting for Nodding Syndrome in East Africa:

Nodding Syndrome, a disease of unknown origin, has spread among children of 5-15 years old in northern
Uganda and southern South Sudan. Effective case management does not exist and specialized medical facilities are
lacking. In order to overcome the unacceptable situation, scholars on African studies, medical/health sciences, and
other fields have launched a network. In this meeting we shall 1) describe the current status of patients and their
families, 2) construct a framework to understand and support the medical and social problems of patients with
nodding syndrome, and 3) investigate into the cause of Nodding Syndrome.
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A seminar on students’ activities in the field of Tropical Medicine and International Health - Why
don’ t you join us! -

There are several students’ groups in Kyushu-Yamaguchi area, aiming at building their experiences thorough
activities in developing countries. In order to exchange their own experiences for references of other groups, they
have been organizing an overnight-meeting-camp in Kyushu area. This year, the meeting was held in a lodge in
Kujyu Mountain, and 76 students from 9 universities were joined. As a satellite event for the annual meeting of
Tropical Medicine, a seminar will be organized, where a field research on diarrhea in Vietnam is first presented as
a facilitating topic, followed by several presentations from several students’ groups.



